
SUPERVISOR
FROM THE

WHY WE SAID NO

As many already know, the Cannon Township 
Board voted unanimously to decline federal COVID 
relief funding issued through Kent County. If we 
had qualified, we could have received $140,000. 
Since we did not qualify, we could not ethically try 
to get the money.  Other than Lowell Township, 
I believe we were the only township to abide by 
these rules. President Trump said when the funding 
was approved that the money should not be used 
by local municipalities to profit from the COVID 
pandemic. Instead, the funding was intended to 
go to communities that suffered expenditures that 
were neither expected nor budgeted.

Because our budget anticipated economic 
downturns and natural disasters, we had no 
unexpected expenditures related to COVID. Our 
general fund balance is designed to withstand 
external events and disasters, and COVID is no 
exception.

Many townships chose to take the money, even 
though they did not qualify.  For example, one 
township had budgeted several thousand dollars 
for new showers. Even though it had planned and 
budgeted for the showers, it chose to use the 
“free” money from the federal government to pay 
for them.

The Cannon Board felt there is no such thing as 
“free money.” We decided that if a township wants 
to claim to be fiscally conservative, it should act 
like it.  During this process, I received a call from 
a township official.  He said, “Steve, don’t give up 
so easily. There are ways to get the money. It just 
depends on how you apply and what you say.”  I 
told him that the Cannon Township Board will tell 
the truth and follow the law, and that we will always 
abide by these principles.  Apparently, that is not in 
vogue everywhere.

Steve Grimm
Supervisor
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TREASURER’S REPORT
INTRODUCING THE NEW FINANCE TEAM

Welcome to our newly elected Treasurer, David 
Spencer, and recently hired Deputy Treasurer, 
Judy Nicholson!  Due to the early departure of the 
previous treasurer and deputy, David and Judy 
were sworn in September 21.

David is a CPA, with dual master’s degrees in 
business administration and taxation. David spent 
many years as a tax manager at a regional CPA 
firm.  Judy Nicholson has a bachelor’s degree in 
business administration and finance and many years 
of banking experience, including roles as credit 
analyst, credit manager, and assistant vice president 
of commercial lending.

The transition to the new team has been seamless. 
David and Judy hit the ground running on day one,

implementing changes to streamline the 
department and make it more efficient.

The Treasurer’s Department is currently working 
on the preparation of the winter tax bills due to be 
mailed on December 1.

David and Judy wish all of you and your families a 
safe and very happy holiday season!  If you have 
any questions, please do not hesitate to call either 
one at 616-874-6966.

@CannonTownship @CannonTownship

The construction season is winding down.  Major 
projects this summer included resurfacing east Bella 
Vista and the original part of the Village.  More 
projects were planned, but COVID dramatically 
impacted the Kent County Road Commission’s 
ability to operate.  Hopefully next year things will 
be back to normal.

The Road Committee is starting to create the 
budget for next year.  The tentative list of projects 
includes the remainder of Bella Vista, 9 Mile, 
Sunfish Lake, Egypt Valley & anything else

Kent County believes 
needs attention in the near 
term.  Stay tuned.  We 
should have a solid plan by 
January.

As always, I appreciate your comments and 
suggestions. 

Jim Alles
Chair
616-427-2047

ROAD COMMITTEE
CANNON TOWNSHIP

David Spencer
Treasurer

Judy Nicholson
Deputy Treasurer
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Bostwick Lake Antiques and Aunt Belle’s Kitchen, 
both located at 8451 Belding Road NE, are now 
open for business!  The antique mall has a large, 
varied, ever-changing inventory of antiques, mid-
century modern items, unique gifts, furniture, paint, 
and other really, cool stuff.  Bostwick Lake Antiques 
is open Wednesday through Saturday, 10 a.m. – 6 
p.m., and Sunday, 12 p.m. – 5 p.m.

Aunt Belle’s Kitchen serves delectable breakfast and 
lunch items Wednesday through Sunday, 7:30 a.m. 
– 3 p.m. Aunt Belle’s features southern-inspired 
food and baked goods, including holiday pies!  The 
restaurant also stocks a variety of organic sodas 
and has a liquor license.  Online ordering is coming 
soon. Stop by and enjoy! 

DATES TO REMEMBER
Thanksgiving Holiday - Office Closed

Thanksgiving Holiday - Office Closed

Planning Commission Meeting 6:00 pm

Township Board Meeting 7:00 pm
  
Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting 6:00 pm

Christmas Holiday – Office Closed
 
New Year’s Eve Holiday – Office Closed

New Year’s Holiday – Office Closed

Township Board Meeting 7:00 pm

Planning Commission Meeting 6:00 pm

Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting 6:00 pm

Nov 26

Nov 27

Dec 8

Dec 14

Dec 21

Dec 23 - 25

Dec 31

Jan 1

Jan 11

Jan 12

Jan 18

Township Board Meeting 7:00 pm

Quarterly Sewer Bills Due
  
Township Board Meeting 7:00 pm

Planning Commission Meeting 6:00 pm

Zoning Board of Review Meeting 6:00 pm

2020 WINTER TAXES DUE

Township Board Meeting 7:00 pm

Township Board Meeting 7:00 pm

Planning Commission Meeting 7:00 pm

Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting 6:00 pm

Township Board Meeting 7:00 pm

Jan 25

Jan 31

Feb 8

Feb 9

Feb 15

Feb 16

Feb 22

Mar 8

Mar 9

Mar 15

Mar 22

2020 2021 CONT.

BUSINESS IN CANNON
BOSTWICK LAKE ANTIQUES AND AUNT BELLE’S KITCHEN

Remember to check for any cancellations or changes on the Township web site. www.cannontwp.org

8451 Belding Rd NE, Rockford, MI 49341
616-813-8336

2021
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PLANNING COMMISSION

The Planning Commission (PC) met monthly to 
consider a variety of issues.

AUGUST
The PC considered a request by Healing Organic 
Garden to amend Cannon Township ordinances 
regarding marijuana.  The amendments would 
allow growing and processing (NOT selling) both 
medical and adult recreational use marijuana at the 
same facility.  The PC recommended the Township 
Board approve the Zoning Ordinance Co-Location 
amendment for the Industrial District.  Note that 
other ordinances prohibit retail sales in Cannon.

SEPTEMBER
The PC considered an application by Cannonsburg 
Ski Area for a special land use permit amendment 
to hold one snowmobile race event at the ski area 
during the winter of 2021.

The PC and Township Board had approved this 
request for 2020, but due to the COVID pandemic, 
the event was cancelled.  It was recommended that 
the Township Board approve the request.

The PC considered a request by Rockford Holdings, 
LLC to rezone 4835 Belding Road, a parcel at the 
northeast corner of Belding Road and Courtland 
Dr., from RR-Rural Residential to R-3-High Density 
Residential.  Although only a request to rezone, 
the conceptual plan depicted a high-density 
townhome development.  After deliberations, the 
PC recommended the Township Board deny the 
rezoning.

OCTOBER
The PC held a discussion with the developer 
concerning the use of the vacant southwest corner 
of the Town Square PUD.  The concept presented 
replaces the original plan of commercial/retail and 
second story residential with a mixture of terrace 
homes and townhomes.  Any change to the PUD 
must be formally requested at a future meeting.

Lastly, the PC welcomes input from Cannon 
Township residents either by mail or attendance at 
PC meetings on the 2nd Tuesday of the month.

Terry Brod
Trustee and Planning Commission Board Rep

UPDATE

PLEASE SLOW DOWN
The township will place a speed monitoring unit 
(like the one pictured here), in selected locations 
to remind drivers to stay within the speed limit.  
Speed and distracted driving are responsible for 
most accidents in our community according to 
first responders.  

Slow down, relax, and get to your destination 
safely. 4



YOUR INPUT REQUESTED

CLERK’S CORNER

CANNON MASTER PLAN UPDATE SURVEY
Cannon Township is beginning the process of 
updating its long-range Master Plan, a document 
which helps set the vision and direction for the 
community’s future.

This is your community!  Your thoughts and 
concerns are important to a successful outcome.  
Please take a few moments to share your opinions 
with us through the online survey at https://www.
surveymonkey.com/r/CannonMasterPlanSurvey.  
Individual responses are anonymous but, 
collectively, the results will give us valuable 
insights into the desires of the township residents, 
businesses, and property owners.

A link to the survey has also been posted on the 
Cannon Township website as well as the Cannon 
Township Facebook page.

CANNON PARKS & 
RECREATION SURVEY
Cannon Township is also 
updating its Parks & Recreation 
Master Plan.  Again, your input 
is of great value to the process.  
Please take a few minutes to 
also fill out this survey:
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/cannonparks

RECORD TURNOUT FOR NOVEMBER 3 ELECTION

Congratulations Cannon Township on a record 
turnout for the November 3 election: 83.6% of 
our registered voters cast their vote! Roughly 51% 
of Cannon’s voters voted absentee and the rest 
voted in their precincts. The turnout was more than 
11% higher than Kent County’s average turnout. 
For Cannon’s detailed election results, please visit 

Kent County’s Access Kent 
website at:
www.accesskent.com/
Departments/Elections/

Clerk Deb Diepenhorst 
extends a special thank 
you to all election workers. 
“The election process would 
not have run so smoothly 
without our inspectors’ 
dedication to detail,” 
Diepenhorst said.

“We were blessed to have such 
conscientious and hardworking election 
inspectors.” 

She also expresses her gratitude to the Cannon 
Township staff, which stepped up when needed, 
especially Deputy Clerk Nancy Popma, who 
dedicated an extraordinary number of hours to 
keeping up with the pace of processing absentee 
ballots.  

Again, thank you to our voters for being respectful 
and patient at the precincts. What an amazing 
community we live in!

Deb Diepenhorst
Clerk

WE NEED YOUR INPUT!
Cannon Master Plan Update Survey:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CannonMasterPlanSurvey
Cannon Parks & Recreation Survey:
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/cannonparks 5
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COMMITTEE
PARKS & RECREATION

The newest leg of the Cannon Trail, which runs 
north from 9 Mile Road (just east of N. Arroyo Dr.) 
to Hickory Dr. NE, is now open and available to 
the public.  Additional stretches of the trail will be 
announced in the coming months.  Stay tuned.

As a general reminder, please pick up after 
your dogs, and keep them leashed at all times.  
Additionally, no motorized vehicles are allowed 
on the trail except for wheelchairs and township 
equipment.

The Park & Rec Committee is in the process of 
updating its master plan.

The master plan not 
only outlines the vision 
for future recreational 
initiatives but is also 
required in order to apply for various funding 
opportunities.  If you have not already done so, 
please take five minutes to fill out the survey. 
Hard copies can be found at the township offices 
or online at:  http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
cannonparks

Joe Gavan
Trustee and Parks & Rec Chair
jgavan@cannontwp.org

COMMUNITY LIBRARY
The township has a newly constructed Little Library.  
Those who use the free book-sharing service likely 
noticed that the last “library” was in pretty rough 
shape.  The library operates on the honor system. 
You do not need to share a book in order to borrow 
one but doing so is appreciated. Happy reading!

6878 Belding Road, Rockford, MI 49341
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HERE TO SERVE YOU

MAIN OFFICE
616-874-6966

ZONING ADMINISTRATOR 
616-884-2206

sgrimm@cannontwp.org
• Fire & Law Enforcement
• Sewer
• Communications
• Personnel
• Finance
• Elections

STEVE GRIMM
SUPERVISOR

ddiepenhorst@cannontwp.org
• Cemetery
• Fire & Law Enforcement
• Personnel
• Parks & Rec
• Facilities
• Elections
• GVMC Rep

DEB DIEPENHORST
CLERK

dspencer@cannontwp.org
• Finance
• Personnel
• Elections
• Facilities
• Parks & Rec
• Communications
• Rockford Area Foundation Rep

DAVID SPENCER
TREASURER

tbrod@cannontwp.org
• Planning Commission
• Facilities
• Roads
• GVMC Transportation Rep

TERRY BROD
TRUSTEE

kdeboer@cannontwp.org
• Zoning Board of Appeals

KATIE DEBOER
TRUSTEE

jgavan@cannontwp.org
• Parks & Rec
• Communications

JOE GAVAN
TRUSTEE

jalles@cannontwp.org
• Roads
• Sewer

JIM ALLES
TRUSTEE
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